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Value-Addition creates Wealth to Nations. Why not promote it in 

Zimbabwe. 

By Eng. W.M. Goriwondo 

Manufacturing is the transformation of raw materials into output. The output can be a product that has 

more value than the individual input materials. It has thus been established that nations that engage in 

more value addition to raw materials generates more wealth than those that sell materials in their raw 

form. Zimbabwe is one such country that sells most of its raw materials in their raw or semi processed 

state. This means that the country is not fully realizing the benefits of the abundant resources that she is 

endowed with. 

Many people have called for recapitalization of the productive sector. While this is a much welcome 

move, there is need to consider prioritization of the manufacturing sector in view of its role in value-

addition.  Mineral wealth should be a source for equitable growth and poverty reduction. Zimbabwe 

apart from its potential dominance in agriculture and the envisaged revival of the agricultural sector, it 

has wealth in minerals. The major minerals are Gold, Platinum, Chromium, Nickel and Asbestos, Copper 

among others. The author is not forgetting recent discoveries of diamond. Most of these are found 

along the Great Dyke, with the recent diamond discoveries being in Manicaland.  

It has been established that closing the gap between rich and poor nations has been a problem for a 

long time now. Notably, the richest countries in the world owe their economic success to 

manufacturing. When you add value to material, you create a product that has potential to create more 

wealth. You would increase the price that the purchaser is going to pay for the product. You will be 

creating wealth in the process.  History has it that Britain was the first country to industrialize and 

subsequently was the dominant power then until other countries in Europe and Asia followed suit. We 

are currently experiencing the boom of the Chinese economy alongside the other Asian Tigers. There is 

massive harnessing of the power of the diversified manufacturing industries in those nations. As such, 

China has overtaken Germany as the largest exporter of finished goods. All this phenomenal growth 

hinges on the availability of cheap raw materials from Africa and Zimbabwe in particular, that are value 

added and resold back to Africa. 

There is need to focus on scenarios that promote development of conducive environments for value 

addition. Creation of such a conducive environment requires commitment by all stakeholders. This will 

ensure that investments that are economically viable are prioritized with good intentions.  There is talk 

of the Indigenization and Economic empowerment Act that aspires for inclusion of the locals in major 

sectors of the economy. There is need to address and harness the potential that lie in this initiative. The 

current talk of hinging revival of Zimbabwe’s economic growth on the productive sector faces a 

challenge due to globalization. This makes it difficult for slow and underdeveloped nations to sustain 

growth in their nations. As such, the give and take lies in advancements in technology that include 

information and communication technologies (ICTs). When we indigenize, lets equip the same 



indigenous people with the capability to harness technology and ICTs. This will help them to stay afloat 

in a sustainable way. The only other challenge that remains would be to find money to effect this.  

Lack of equipment and appropriate technology in the country has been cited among the reasons why 

value-addition is not being harnessed in Zimbabwe. The answer for long term adoption may lie in 

Science and Technology developments. Science refers to a system of acquiring knowledge, using 

observation and experimentation to describe and explain natural phenomena. The term science also 

refers to the organized body of knowledge people have gained using that system. Less formally, the 

word science often describes any systematic field of study or the knowledge gained from it. The purpose 

of science is to produce useful models of reality. We have this need in Zimbabwe, hence this discussion. 

Technology is a product of engineering and science and it has been known to-date to be the drive of 

humankind and its associated successes. It is the process by which humans modify nature to meet their 

needs and wants. Technology includes the entire infrastructure necessary for the design, manufacture, 

operation, and repair of technological artifacts, from corporate headquarters and engineering schools to 

manufacturing plants and maintenance facilities. The knowledge and processes used to create and to 

operate technological artifacts - engineering know-how, manufacturing expertise, and various technical 

skills - are an equally important part of technology. 

One author has argued that technology is the primary engine of economic growth. It is the key and 

fundamental requirement for value-addition to raw materials and people. It provides the key to 

unlocking any country’s potential, in terms of decreasing overhead costs associated with outsourcing 

and creating employment opportunities. Analysis of technologically advanced economies shows that at 

each level of the economy, science and technology provide the engine for economic growth. For 

example, in the case of primary products, application of science and technology significantly increase 

the yield from agricultural and mineral beneficiation. Some authors have noticed that technology is not 

static but extremely dynamic. The leaders in technology develop and move forward and companies 

should strive for continuous adoption and adaptation of these technologies. This may be the key to 

success and continued growth. Consequently, companies must position themselves to take advantage of 

new technology to maintain domestic and international competitiveness. It looks like the global 

marketplace is becoming aggressively unfriendly.  

For those calling for value addition in their sector, the author recommends that acquiring technologically 

sound equipment enhances the chances of competitiveness. While other nations have the technology, it 

is the companies in Zimbabwe that should drive the need to acquire any such technology. In value 

addition, the nation will benefit much more than it is from selling raw and/ or semi processed materials. 

The end product is what promotes wealth creation. 
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