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SALUTATIONS 

■ Your Excellency and Chancellor of the National University of Science 
and Technology, President Robert Gabriel Mugabe 
 
■ The Chairman of the NUST Council, Dr Michael Mkanyiso Ndubiwa 
and Members of NUST Council here present 
 
■ The Honourable Minister of Higher and Tertiary Education , Dr I. 
Stan G. Mudenge 
  

 The Deputy Minister of Higher and Tertiary Education, Cde Lazarus 
Dokora 
 
■ Other Honourable Ministers and Deputy Ministers here present 
 
■ The Honourable Resident Minister and Governor of the Bulawayo 
Metropolitan Province, Cde Cain Mathema 
 
■ Other Honourable Governors and Resident Ministers of Provinces 
here present 
 
■ The Honourable Executive Mayor of Bulawayo, Mr Japhet Ndabeni-
Ncube  
 
■ Other Executive Mayors and Town Clerks of our cities present 
 
■ The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary 
Education, Dr Washington T Mbizvo  
 
■ Other Permanent Secretaries here present  
 
 
■ The Pro-Vice Chancellor of NUST, Professor Sam Sibanda 
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 ■ Vice Chancellors and Pro-Vice Chancellors of Sister Universities 
here present 
 

 The former Vice chancellor of NUST, Professor Phineas Mogorosi 
Makhurane and Mrs L. Makhurane 
 
■ Chairpersons of Councils at sister universities here present 
 

 Current and former Members of Parliament and Senate here present 
 
• Traditional Leaders here present (and I would like to acknowledge the 
presence of Chief Masendu and Chief Wasi who are our development 
partners) 
 
■ Members and former members of the Judiciary here present 
 
■ Captains of Commerce and Industry 
 

 Senior Government Officials here present 
 
■ Members of NUST staff, graduants, parents, guardians, spouses and 
dependants of graduants 
 
■ Distinguished ladies and gentlemen 
 
Welcome individually and severally 

 

Salibonani, Molweni, Mabuyani, Lumelang, Riavhusa, Tomousa 

Mose, Mwapona biyeni, Mangwanani Mose, Greetings to you all 
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I welcome you all to this 13th graduation ceremony of the National 

University of Science and Technology in the seventh year of the second 

millennium. It is a year in which Science and Technology have featured 

prominently in policy discussions of African governments, raising hope 

that at last Africa will benefit from the great strides made in this 

endeavour to the same extent as other continents. Universities, and 

indeed the whole higher education sector, are expected to contribute 

immensely to this revival of Africa knowledge systems of science and 

technology. This is especially so in the area of innovation and economic 

transformation. 

 

Let me take a few minutes to dialogue with you all on innovation. What 

is it and what hope does it hold for economic growth in an African 

context?  Innovation has been defined by the OECD (1999) as “any new 

knowledge introduced into and utilised in an economic or social 

process”.  In an African context the “new” part is relative and has to 

include the revival of local community knowledge and skills applied to 

produce relevant products and services. This therefore calls for 

Universities to engage with communities in efforts to address their 
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problems instead of offering “community Service” or “outreach 

Activities”. Engagement entails recognising and respecting the 

authenticity of locally owned and managed skills and technologies. The 

challenge is doing it consciously and in earnest. In an endeavour to 

address this challenge NUST has created a virtual Institute of Rural 

Technologies (which I referred to last year). The Institute, with funding 

from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, has selected one ward to develop a 

‘best practice’ model for community engagement. The guiding principle 

being that ‘development is driven by the institutional context in which 

technological change occurs rather than technological change driving 

development’ (Spielman, 2006). In other words, the emphasis is on 

interactions among the different actors and technology is a tool for 

production of specific goods and services. The process has entailed an 

iterative series of discussions here at NUST and in the Ward on 

community problems and priorities, existing local knowledge and 

technologies on addressing those problems and integrating that into 

world knowledge and skills. These discussions led to focus on energy, 

water, housing, communication, information and knowledge 

management, the rural girl child, sports and culture and business 
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development. The cultural ensemble you saw outside is from that 

community of practice.  

 

That is but one example of the efforts we have made towards the 

attainment of our vision which is to contribute positively towards the 

advancement of humanity through the provision of knowledge based 

solutions to scientific, technological, economic and social challenges. Our 

staff has provided consultancies to public, private and civic organisations 

throughout the country. I would like to single out the registration of a 

patent whose aim is to save foreign currency through the local 

production of bauxite needed in the treatment of water in all our urban 

centres. 

  

Still on the subject of excelling, one of our students – a third year 

Records and Archives Management student Daliso Nkhambule did us 

proud when he represented Zimbabwe in the World Universities Games 

in Thailand and came in the top ten in the half marathon.  
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On the Academic front we have introduced two new programmes a 

bachelor of Science Honours in Publishing and a Postgraduate Diploma 

in Public Relations. Our student population has grown to 4 539, of which 

3 909 are undergraduates and 530 are postgraduates.  Females make up 

35 % of the student body and we still aim to achieve  a 50:50 population 

campus-wide although specific constraints in those programmes which 

require Physics such as Engineering will limit this achievement. 

 

Last year we indicated that External linkages are an important vehicle 

for our internationalization. In this regard we have signed MOUs with 

Eduardo Mondlane University in Mozambique, Universities of Venda 

and Limpopo in South Africa. In our midst are two visitors from 

Botswana who represent a private University, Ba Isago University 

College) with whom we are entering an agreement on sharing of teaching 

in line with the SADC Protocol on Higher Education.  

 

Our Campus development has progressed albeit slowly. The Mpilo 

campus is over 95 % complete whilst the Campus Services building  

Block 2 is expected to be complete by year end. However the Library is 
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still at a stand still and we hope to fare better in 2008 and the Student 

residences continue to lag far behind our original \plans of 

accommodating over 400 students on Campus by 2000. We only have 104 

rooms available against an undergraduate student population of almost 4 

000. The rise in transport costs makes it imperative that we provide on-

campus accommodation as opposed to yesteryears when travel to and 

from campus was relatively inexpensive.   

 

You will no doubt have noticed a major landscape change as you entered 

our portals. We are grateful for a generous donation from RBZ for this 

development. 

 

The harsh economic environment has taken its toll on our staffing 

situation – giving a whole new meaning to the term ‘when the going gets 

tough the tough get going’  – mostly south in our case!!’.  We applaud 

government for the continuous efforts to improve the conditions of staff, 

especially the recent increases in salaries and allowances and hope this 

might briefly stem the tide. We implore the authorities to consider other 

retention schemes such as reserved housing schemes, car loan schemes 
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and educational grants/allowances for school going children of staff. 

These will assist in long term retention. I am aware that these issues are 

under discussion and am merely adding our voice in their support and 

requesting urgent implementation. 

 

Despite these challenges we continue to produce a quality graduate that 

is appreciated nationally and out side our borders. This year Your 

Excellency and `Chancellor, Sir, we produced 1 147 such individuals of 

which 34 % are female. This represents a 86 % pass rate overall. 

Undergraduates total 849 whilst postgraduates are 308. We are 

graduating for the first time people with a Bachelor of Science Honours 

in Sports Science and Coaching and bachelor of Technology Honours 

degrees in conjunction with local Polytechnics and I would like to 

recognise the presence of their Principals – Dr T P Ndlovu of Bulawayo 

Polytechnic, Mr Raza of Harare Poltechnic and Mr Mbudzi of KweKwe 

Polytechnic.  We also have a Ph D graduant in Applied Mathematics.  

 

To the graduants, I say   Congratulations, Amhlophe, Makorokoto, 

Mashudu, Matshena, Matsoeu, Felicitacions on your achievements. You 
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are our embodiment out there and remember our motto and “think in 

other terms” NOT “of other terms”. As you leave NUST think of our 

vision – to be a world class centre of excellence in teaching, innovation, 

and entrepreneurship for sustainable development. How can you 

collectively and individually contribute to this vision now that you NUST 

alumni? 

 

I would like to acknowledge the support we got from the local political, 

civic and business leadership that made this graduation a success and 

made us feel very much part of the community. Out of respect for your 

privacy I will not mention you by name but you know yourselves. Linga 

dinwa lakusasa because we certainly will be knocking on your doors 

again.  

 
 


