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     “Up-to-Date”
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The National University of Science andTechnol-
ogy this year won a Silver Medal at theZimbabwe 
International Trade Fair (ZITF) 2016 edition.
NUST received a silver award certificate for taking 
second place in the Education and Training category 
after the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education 
Science Development which took first position in 
the category. 
“Having worked hard for the exhibition to be a suc-
cess it is a great consolation to have been recognised 
as  one of the best exhibitors at the ZITF,” said Mr A 
Moyo, the Industrial Liason Officer.
The university was recognised for its outstanding 
projects including the Model for making Diesel ma-

chine that turns plastic to diesel and the Bird’s Eye 
for Firefighters that drew the attention of the Hon-
ourable Vice President Cde Emmerson Mnangagwa.
 “It was such a humbling experience to be exhibit-
ing at the trade fair and also to have my work rec-
ognised by so many people,” said Farai Musendo, 
a chemical engineering student who designed the 
diesel processor.
NUST has been topping the education category for 
the past four years with its innovative and relevant 
projects.

NUST SCOOPS SILVER AT ZITF



The Acting Communication and Marketing 
Director Mrs L. J Nyoni  receives certificate 
from Rumbidzai Mlambo, Head of Tech-
women Zimbabwe
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Insurance and Pensions Commission (IPEC) board 

member Mr. Tafadzwanashe Zinyoro encouraged Na-
tional University of Science and Technology (NUST) 
students to conduct research that would help improve 
the penetration rate of insurance in our country. 
Speaking at the Ceremonial Hall during an Insurance 

and Actuarial Science Society Corporate Dinner recent-
ly, Zinyoro said NUST can play a vital role in finding so-
lutions to the current insurance problems using scientific 
methods. The theme of the event was Serving our Cus-
tomer in Tomorrow’s World.
Mr Zinyoro was speaking on behalf of the Ms Manet 

Mpofu, the Commissioner of Insurance Pension and 
Providence Funds who was guest of honour at the Din-
ner
“NUST and IPEC should collaborate to ascertain what 

the penetration rate is and what should be done to im-
prove it,” said Zinyoro. The dinner that was hosted to 
strengthen relations between the society and Industry to 
create a platform for business networking.

According to the Finscope survey,  a research tool de-
signed by Fin mark Trust, only 30% of adults have some 
form of insurance, mainly driven by funeral insurance, 

which accounted for 82% and medical aid; while 70% of 
adults have no insurance.
In his speech, Zinyoro challenged insurance industry 

players to come up with innovative ways of packaging 
insurance. 
“The excluded population needs products that are cus-

tomised such that they meet their needs,” said Zinyoro, 
who is also a lecturer at NUST.  “If we are to serve our 
clients better tomorrow, then we need to establish what 
the customer is expecting or wants,” he added.
Meanwhile, the IPEC is working on a new licensing and 

regulation framework criteria which should be in sym-
pathy to the concept of financial inclusion.
“As IPEC, we are working on a Micro insurance Frame-

work, which we believe should help promote financial 
inclusion will be circulated to relevant stakeholders for 
comments.

INSURANCE INDUSTRY CALLS ON NUST FOR RESEARCH 

Insurance and Acturial Science society members and Risk Management students posing for pictures during the 
dinnerpage 2
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COMPUTER SCIENCE OPEN DAY
It is every final year students dream to come up with 
an outstanding project that would be recognised not 
only by the lecturers but by the general public espe-
cially those from industry.
In a bid to showcase the students’ projects and the De-
partments work, the Computer Science Department 
hosted the Annual Open Day recently at the Chemistry 
building.
The first, second and final year students exhibited their 
work to the NUST community as well as players from 
Industry.
“We want general people and Industry to come and 
see the work we do as a Department and maybe create 
more relations with some companies,” said Mr Daniel 
Masundire, a lecturer in the Department 
Other students view the Open Day as an opportunity 
to improve their work as well as get approval for what 
they would have done.

“I believe the Open Day is an opportunity for people 
from the industry to critique our work and even give 
us ideas of how to improve our projects,” said Milcah 
Nyoni, a final year students whose project was a job 
portal system used to help companies identify poten-
tial employees that they are searching for online.
 ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING OPEN DAY

Meanwhile, the Electronics Engineering department 
hosted its own Open Day which was an opportunity for 
the lecturers to assess the students work.
 Some of the projects done by the final year students in-
cluded an Electricity Token Machine, that would make 
it possible for users to but Electrity from an ATM and 
Remote Controlled Wheel Chair connected to the users 
android phone.

Electronic Engineering students exhibit their           
projects at the Open Day

Computer Science student 
shares his project with fellow 
students during the open day

 
ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING OPEN DAY

Meanwhile, the Electronics Engineering Department 
also hosted an Open Day which was an opportunity for 
the lecturers to assess the students’ work.
 Some of the projects done by the final year students in-
cluded an Electricity Token Machine, that would make 
it possible for users to but Electrity from an ATM and a 
Bird’s Eye Firefighting Drone.
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“If you want to go far walk alone but if you want to succeed walk with others”

         PWC AWARDS ACCOUNTING STUDENTS
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THE National University of Science and 
Technology (NUST) Accounting stu-
dents and Alumni received awards from 
the Price Waterhouse Coopers (PWC) 
recently at the council chambers in rec-
ognition of outstanding performance in 
accounting fields.
Twelve students were awarded certificates 
and prizes by PWC Senior Manager in the 
Tax Advising Service,Mr Masavi. PWC 
helps organisations and individuals create 
the value they’re looking for, by delivering 
quality in assurance, tax and advisory ser-
vices.
“I feel honoured and humbled by this 
award,” said Kudakwashe Mlambo, who 
was awarded overall best student. The float-
ing trophy is a stepping stone to achieving 
even more in the future and a motivation 
not to limit myself, he added. 
The NUST Department of Accounting 
expressed its gratitude to the PWC for the 
support they have been receiving over the 
years.
“We would like to thank our partners from 
PWC for their kindness and support. We 
hope you benefit from our students as al-
ways and we take pride in our alumni for 
performing so well,” said Mr. Dumisani 
Madzivanyatti, the Chairperson of the Ac-
counting Department.
The excelling students were awarded PWC 
branded certificates; while some were 
awarded monetary prizes. 
According to Mr Madzivanyati, the Ac-
counting Department will be introducing 
Cumulative Translation Adjustment (CTA) 
next year in January 2017.

Mr Masavi from PWC(left) and Kudakwashe Mlambo  
holding the trophy 

Mr Masavi poses with Thembelihle A Mabhena (middle ) 
one of the price winners and  the Accounting Department 

Chairperson Mr D Madzivanyati 

Varaidzo Madena (award winner) shaking hands with    
Accounting Department Chairperson Mr D Madzivanyati



                                                                                     

        
    

page 5

What do I want to be?
What should I do to become what I 
want to be in the future?
What are the entry requirements 
needed for me to enroll for the de-
gree that can get me to my desired 
career?
What qualifications do I need to get 
to the desired career?
 
Career guidance can help answer all those ques-
tions.
Career guidance will always be an important part 
of career development and realisation for people 
who wish to have been part of some profession. 
Many times people find themselves pursuing a 
career they did not hope to be part of because of 
lack of career guidance. 
People may think they know about career guid-
ance but lack the understanding of what it entails 
and how it can help one decide what they want to 
be in future.

Therefore, career guidance should be available 
to people from primary education to the profes-
sionals themselves. 
The National University of Science and Tech-
nology NUST is one institution that recognises 
the relevance of career guidance as it hosted a 
Career Fair at the Ceremonial Hall for students 
to meet recruiters face-to-face, make contacts, 
explore career options, and inquire about in-
ternships.
The Career Expo that was targeted at students 
going on attachment and upcoming graduates 
was spearheaded by the Division of Students 
Affairs.
While targeted students had consultations with 
the people from industry, the career guidance 
team held consultations with students from lo-
cal secondary schools. Some students were tak-
en for a tour of the university 
Career guidance has helped many people real-
ise that they are not limited to one career choice 
but it has brought to light other posibilities.

NEWS @NUST OPINION PAGE



            
                   STEMITISED STUDENTS TO INDUSTRIALISE  FUTURE                          
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“Stemitising students is a sure strategy to guar-
antee the nation of future graduates empowered 
to industrialise the economy,” said Deputy Minis-
ter of Higher and Tertiary Education Science and 
Technology Development Dr Godfrey Gandawa.
Addressing teachers and lectures during the first-
Academics and Teachers’ Conference (ATC) held 
at the National University of Science and Tech-
nology (NUST) Ceremonial Hall, Dr Gandawa 
said STEM is the cornerstone of the economic 
transformation and development for the country.
Dr Gandawa was speaking on behalf of Prof Jon-
athan Moyo, the Minister of Higher and Tertiary 
Education, Science and Technology Development 
who was guest of honour at the Conference.

 “Investing in the science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics (STEM) initiative is one of 
the most effective ways of accelerating the coun-
tries socio-economic development” said Dr Gan-
dawa. 
During the three-day long Conference that aimed 
to empower the nation through education, aca-
demics gave presentations in line with the theme 
of the Conference “
The event that was hosted by the Faculty of Com-
merce also saw the presence of the Minister of 
Primary and Secondary Education Hon Lazarus 
Dokora giving a keynote address at the Confer-
ence. 
Minister Dokora introduced the new curriculm 
that would be adopted by the primary and sec-
ondary school to promote STEM.
The conference was held at a time when the Unit-
ed Nation was promoting the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs). One of the SDGs ensures 
the inclusive and quality Education for all and 
lifelong learning. 
Minister of Psychomotor Activities Josiah Hun-
gwe was represented by Ms Madambi who also 
gave a keynote.

  Quality education is the key to sustainable development and wellbeing.
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Academics follow proceedings during the                             
conference

Deputy Minister of Higher and Tertiary Education Science and Technology Development Hon Dr 
Godfrey Gandawa (left) and Minister of Primary and Secondary Education Hon Dr Lazarus Dokora 

(right) answering questions during the 1st Academics and Teachers’ Conference



      NUST STUDENT CARD TURNED TO BANK CARD

         

                   NUST DEBATE SOCIETY BRINGS                                                                                                                                           
             CHAMPIONSHIP HOME
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NUST Debate Society (NDS) brought home 
a championship trophy after winning First 
place at the Annual Pound for Pound Debate 
Tournament held in Gweru recently.
THE tournament that lasted for four days 
was won by team members Providence 
Shumba, student in Risk management and 
Insurance, and Thabo Arthur Dube, a Masters 
student in Development Studies.
“Winning the Award was such a fulfilling 
experience as we battled with so many debat-
ers for four days,“ said Shumba.
The NDS is a public speaking society that 
aims at equipping students with necessary 
skills to convey thoughts and points clearly to 
an audience of any calibre.
TOURNAMENTS HOSTED BY 
NDS IN 2015
• On the 19TH OF October 2015, NDS 

hosted the Student Representative Council 
(SRC) Presidential Debate for the candidates 
that were running for SRC President.
• On the 20th February 2016, they host-
ed the Annual One Day Invitational Debate 
Tournament for tertiary Institutions in and 
around Bulawayo.
• On the 27th and 28th oF May, they hosted 
the annual NUST Webb High Schools Debate 
tournament at Christian Brothers College 
(CBC).
TOURNAMENTS TO BE HOST-
ED BY NDS
 • From the 3rd to the 6th of June, the NDS 
will be co hosting the Debate Open Chal-
lenge at NUST, an event open to all tertiary 
institutions.

Steward Bank recently partnered with the Nation-
al University of Science and Technology to unveil 
a bank account connected to the NUST Student 
Identification Card (ID).
Speaking at the launch held at NUST, the Chief 
Executive Officer of Steward Bank, Dr Lance 
Mambondiani said the conventional student card 
has been turned into a bank account linked to Eco-
cash. 
“Like any other bank card, the card is ZimSwitch 
enabled and can be used on all POS and ATMs 
across the country. Banking should be easily acces-
sible to everyone, universal and cost effective,” said 
Mambondiani.
Although there are other accounts that meet stu-
dents’ needs, the card is said to be an innovative 
way of learning good banking habits.

“One of the key benefits of opening a banking ac-
count with Steward Bankis automatically paying 
bills. Rather than remembering when you need to 
pay bills every month, having an account means 
you can automate payments to come out at a fixed 
time so you never forget,” said Mambondiani.
The students expressed their excitement over the 
new Steward Banking initiative.
“Linking my student card to my banking details 
is a great innovation because it makes my life eas-
ier as I don’t need to produce the bank card but 
can use my student card,” said Tanaka Masuku, a 
NUST student.
NUST and Harare Institution of Technology are 
amongst the universities that have partnered with 
Steward Bank and will have automatic access to a 
bank account once activated. 


