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THE National University of Science and Tech-

nology (NUST) American Corner was officially 

opened at a colorful function held at NUST 55 

Jason Moyo premises recently.  

Officiating at the event United States Ambassa-

dor, Harry K Thomas Jr. said the space is de-

signed to foster people to people connections, 

increase understanding, imagination as well as 

collaborations. 

“This will be a place for the NUST community 

and wider Bulawayo community to come togeth-

er and create new technologies and new partner-

ships, our goal is to engage audiences and wel-

come ideas and innovations” 

The center represents a revived platform to con-

nect members of the Bulawayo community in-

terested in the United States. It is one of 10 on 

the African continent and has been designated by 

the US as a priority centre. 

NUST Acting Vice-Chancellor, Prof Samson 

Sibanda, said the NUST American Space en-

compasses a much bigger vision than what 

NUST had originally envisioned. 

“The space provided here shall service the YALI 

alumni from around Zimbabwe and neighbour-

ing countries. Said Prof Sibanda “It will capaci-

tate residents of Bulawayo and in general, Zim-

babweans from all walks of life” he added. 

The new space will provide year-round pro-

gramming around four core areas: educational 

advising for students interested in American uni-

versities and colleges, cultural programs, alumni 

programs, and information about the United 

States.  It will also host U.S. college fairs, inno-

vative online courses, as well as public discus-

sion seminars to enhance U.S. - Zimbabwe bilat-

eral relations.  

NUST Acting VC, Prof Samson     Sibanda 

welcomes Ambassador Harry K Thompson 

at the official opening  
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LANDSLIDE VICTORY FOR SHOKO 

A PART IV student studying Finance was recently elected 

2016 to 2017 President of the Student Representative Coun-

cil (SRC) after a landslide victory against his opponents. 

Terrence Shoko, won the elections with 504 votes against 

votes of his contenders. Shoko immediately assumed posi-

tion after the announcement was made. 

“I feel humbled and really honored, I will do whatever it 

takes to support the students as their new president” said 

Shoko 

Shoko developed an interest in SRC when he started his de-

gree at NUST in 2013 were he was voted SRC councilor is 

his second year. 

He said that he has always wanted to be the SRC President 

so as to have enough influence to make a difference in the 

institution. 

“There are challenges that I saw when I was in SRC as a 

councilor and I realized that for one to make a difference, 

they have to be in a more influential position so I decided to 

run for president” said Shoko. 

He added: “when I was campaigning, I was running the safe-

ty fees campaign, and also improving the communication 

system, I will make sure that students are fully involved in 

the SRC” 

The former SRC President, Rodwell Nyika, said Shoko has 

what it takes to follow is his footsteps.  

“I confirm that Terrence is a good leader, as he managed to 

convince students to vote for him” said Nyika 

 

Terrence Shoko and his Vice President Dumisani 

NEWS 

@ 

NUST 

 



 

5  NEWS @ NUST 

NUST- INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES HOSTS DISASTER  

MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 

From left to right: Victoria  Falls Mayor, Sifiso Mpofu,  , Dr Manyena, 

Acting Pro-VC, Dr Hlatywayo, Pem Sec, Ambassador Machivenyia 

Mpuranga. 

The National University of Science and Technology (NUST) 

Institute of Development Studies (NUST- IDS) in conjunc-

tion with Southern Africa Society for Disaster Risk Reduction 

Southern (SASDRRS) held a 3 day conference which was 

attended by experts from the Sadc region. It ran under the 

theme “Positioning Southern Africa for Disaster Risk Reduc-

tion in the face of Climate Change.” 

Officiating at the 3rd Biennal Conference, Higher and Tertiary 

Education, Science and Technology Development Permanent 

Secretary, Ambassador Machivenyika Mapuranga, said disas-

ters were becoming more regular and costing nations about 

15 percent of their Gross Domestic Product hence the need 

for urgent attention. 

“Hazards such as droughts and floods, climate change and 

variability, political instability and tsunamis are becoming 

more frequent and intense with devastating consequences to 

communities”. 

The conference was meant to fill gaps in research, innovation 

and dialogue on issues of disaster risk management such as 

climate change, El Nino, policy, legislation and disaster risk 

reduction communication, community participation and in-

digenous knowledge systems. 

NUST acting Pro-Vice Chancellor Dr Dumisani Hlatywayo 

said the learning institution seeks to contribute to risk man-

agement through education and research as it strives to be a 

world class centre of excellence in teaching, research, innova-

tion and entrepreneurship for sustainable development. 

“Disasters are a major obstacle to economic growth and de-

velopment while new risks are emerging and as such we need 

to work together and prioritize efforts to reduce risks posed 

by disasters to our people. 

“As a university our contribution is through education and 

research and we view research as strategic tool in steering and 

transforming the country’s economy into a more disaster re-

silient and productive economy,” said Dr Hlatywayo 

 

 

Other dignitaries at the Conference  
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CHANCELLOR CAPS OVER 2300 GRADUATES 
AT THE 2016 GRADUATION CEREMONY 

CHANCELLOR and President   

Cde R.G Mugabe capped over 2300 

Graduates with various awards at 

this year’s Graduation Ceremony 

held at the NUST Ceremonial Hall. 

A total of 1 618 were undergradu-

ates degree recipients, 62 post grad-

uate Diplomas, 614 Masters De-

grees, two Master of Philosophy 

Degrees and 10 were awarded Doc-

tor of Philosophy Degrees. 

Addressing the delegates at the cere-

mony, Acting Vice-Chancellor, Prof 

Samson Sibanda, said the University 

will continue to work towards its 

target of at least 50% female stu-

dents studying at the institution in 

line with the SADC protocol on ed-

ucation as well as increasing the 

number of STEM students. 

“The male: female percentage distri-

bution is 59, 2% males and 40, 79% 

females. This figure is far short of 

the University’s target of at least 

50% females in line with the SADC 

Protocol of Education. We will con-

tinue towards the situation” said 

Prof Sibanda. 

Sibanda also said the University is 

striving to increase the number of 

STEM graduates. 

He said: “In terms of distribution at 

undergraduate level, 46, 11% are in 

STEM while 53, 89% are in non 

STEM disciplines. This is far short 

of the target and mandate figure of 

70% in STEM disciplines as out-

lined in the Williams Commission. 

In attendance were Higher and Ter-

tiary Education, Science and Tech-

nology Development Minister, Prof 

Jonathan Moyo, his Permanent Sec-

retary, Dr Machivenyika Mapuranga 

as well as well as Vice President, 

Phelekezela Mphoko amongst other 

high profile Government officials, 

Vive- Chancellors of Universities 

and Captains of Industry.  

 NEWS @ NUST 

“In terms of distri-

bution at under-

graduate level, 46, 

11% are in STEM 

while 53, 89% are 

in non STEM disci-

plines. This is far 

short of the target 

and mandate figure 

of 70% in STEM 

disciplines as out-

lined in the Wil-

liams Commission” 

The Chancellor, Cde R.G Mugabe,  Acting 

VC, Prof Sibanda, and the  VP, Cde P. Mpho-

ko after robing for the ceremony 
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NUST DEMOCRATIZES NEWS WRITING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A NATIONAL University of Science and Technology 

(NUST) student from the Department of Journalism and Me-

dia Studies (JMS) recently started a news sharing agency 

which focuses on content creation as well as content aggrega-

tion. 

Tatenda Mapfumo, who graduated at the 2016 graduation, 

started the news agency, Tipstar, in a bid to democratize 

news creation by placing it into the hands of an ordinary per-

son.  

“People submit content which we sell to the mainstream me-

dia who then publish the content, thus giving the ordinary 

person exposure and experience in news writing as well as 

monetary value for their content” said Tipstar Founder, Map-

fumo. 

Mapfumo said she was inspired by the fact that the media 

does not focus on stories that affect the ordinary people. 

“There are so many backyard innovations that are happening 

in the country and the mainstream media rarely focuses on 

these issues. With Tipstar, the ordinary person dictates what 

becomes the news” said Mapfumo. 

For one to join Tipstar they have to sign up and undergo a 

two weeks training which involves news writing and editing. 

It is open to people of all professions. 

Mapfumo said she does this training so as to give basics of 

journalism to those who do not have any experience. 

“I do the training via video tutorials; I also send them a code 

of conduct and the constitution that speaks to the media so 

that my Tipstars do not get caught on the wrong side of the 

law. 

    

NUST STUDENTS 

THINKING IN 

OTHER TERMS 

Tatenda Mapfumo after her graduation 
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NUST Students 

“Running It” 
NATIONAL University of Science and Technology 

(NUST) students from the Department of Journalism and 

Media Studies (JMS) recently started a Television and Ra-

dio Society which will focus on keeping the NUST commu-

nity up to date about events taking place around the campus. 

The Society which is called Student Run’et seeks to primar-

ily equip students with proper Journalism and Media Stud-

ies skill set as well as keep students informed about what 

happens within the NUST community. 

“There is a lot happening in our Departments and the Ad-

ministration, but the information dissemination is balanced, 

therefore we decided to take advantage of information 

friendly platforms like the social media to make sure that 

students are engaged” said the President of Student Run’et, 

Bathabile Dhlamini. 

The initiative is the first of its kind and the society uploaded 

their first video in October on YouTube. 

“I think it’s a noble initiative and as the Society’s Patron 

and Chairperson of the Journalism Department, I am happy 

about this development, it gives our students opportunities 

to exhibit their creativity” said Chairperson of JMS, Thaba-

ni Mpofu. 

However, Mr. Mpofu raised concerns about students not 

getting funding from the NUST Administration and the in-

dustry to further their projects. 

“When students come from industrial attachment they have 

brilliant project ideas, but the challenge comes when they 

need money to further them, we need Student Affairs to at 

least help students get sponsors, then these projects will not 

die” said Mpofu. 

NEWS @ NUST 

Student Run’et team 


